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How to Hang Vintage Wallpaper 
A DIY Guide from Hannah’s Treasures 

 
To complete this DIY wallpapering guide, we at Hannah’s Treasures compiled the best 

information from vintage decorating books, trusted paperhangers, and our own experience. The 
paperhanging instructions here are intended to be a wealth of information organized into logical 
steps that you can consult for your own space. Because each home is different, you may have to 
alter these instructions to fit your specific project. The advice in this guide will explain how to 
paper a whole room, but the main principles can still used for smaller endeavors as well. The key 
to hanging vintage wallpaper is attention to detail and adaptability. Vintage wallpaper can 
enliven any room, and you’ll love the way it looks when you’re finished. 
 

This guide begins right away with instructions for hanging the vintage wallpaper. It 
assumes that the correct amount of wallpaper has already been purchased and that the walls have 
been properly prepared. Instructions for these two preparatory tasks can be found in appendix A 
and B respectively.  

 
 

Tools 
 

You will need: 
 

• vintage wallpaper 
• wheat paste / wall size  

(a good brand is Golden Harvest 
found online at Home Depot) 

• 6 ft. work table 
• 6 ft. straight edge 
• plumb bob and chalk line 
• paste brush 

• wallpaper smoothing brush 
• seam roller 
• rotary cutter 
• sharp scissors 
• 2 ft. ruler / short straightedge 
• buckets for paste and size 
• ladder

While these are the best materials for the job, you may be able to find some home substitutes 
that do just fine. If you don’t have a long 6 ft. work table, make your own by placing two 6’ x 
10” boards side by side atop sawhorses. A 6 ft. straightedge is best because it will span the whole 
length of the table and allow you to cut more precisely, yet if need be, a yardstick or other long 
straightedge will do. You can find “wallpapering kits” online that include a paste brush, 
smoothing brush, and seam roller. You can also find these items individually. In lieu of a 
smoothing brush, you may use a soft sponge.  
 

Of course, there are always other items that are good to have nearby when doing a job around 
the house. In order to protect your floor, consider laying out newspaper or drop cloths. Always 
have handy clean rags or sponges and a bucket of water to clean paste messes. Also, if your 
work table does not have a good surface for cutting, you might consider investing in a self-
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healing cutting matt. Tape measures always come in handy. You may also need a paint roller 
for sizing if you’d rather use that than a brush.  

 
 

Knowing Your Wallpaper And Knowing Your Room 
 

Your wallpaper 
Before you get started cutting and hanging your wallpaper, you first need to become 

more familiar with it by answering these questions: 
 
-Does this wallpaper have selvage edges?  

The selvage edges are the thin strips on either side of the wallpaper pattern that protect 
the paper and help keep it straight when hanging, like margins. Usually you can spot the 
selvage edge by the many manufacturer’s markings on the sides of the paper. Most 
wallpaper rolls have two selvage edges, but because these rolls are authentic vintage 
stock, your roll may only have one or even zero. It’s important to take note of your 
selvage edges as they will be important when determining how to hang the paper. 

-How wide is the wallpaper pattern (not including selvage edges)?  
-How fragile is the paper?  

Does it tear easily when simply unrolling it? Is it exceedingly pliable? Perhaps 
somewhere in between? 

-What is the weight of the paper? 
Is your paper very thin? Is it thick and heavily textured? Rather average?  
(My guess is that for both of the last two questions, if you are unsure, then your paper is 
probably of average weight and typical fragility. If it is fragile and thin or pliable and 
thick, you’ll be able to tell right away. Any paper can be hung no matter if it’s thin, 
fragile, heavy, or thick, but taking stock of this information helps you to understand what 
level of care your wallpaper requires. 

-Is your pattern a straight pattern or a drop pattern?  
   

                       
Figure 1 – straight pattern                                    Figure 2 – drop pattern 
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 Straight Pattern (Figure 1) – If your wallpaper is a straight pattern, whatever design you 
see on the left hand side should match the design on the right hand side directly across from it. If 
there is half of a flower or geometric shape on the left edge, you should see the other half of the 
same flower or geometric shape straight across the paper on the right edge. If you cut two equal 
strips of wallpaper from the roll, they will match up easily with very little adjustment. 
 Drop Pattern (Figure 2) – You can tell if your wallpaper is a drop pattern because the left 
side will not correctly match the design straight across on the right side. The pattern descends at 
an angle giving a staggered appearance to the design. Drop patterns require extra paper for 
matching. You can expect to adjust the pattern up or down the difference of one or two feet in 
order to line up the pattern correctly.  

Both straight and drop patterns have their own advantages and disadvantages. While a 
straight pattern may be slightly easier to hang because of its simple matching, it doesn’t have the 
same sense of variation in design as a drop pattern. Drop patterns offer a quality of natural 
randomness when they are hung. The varied composition is not only beautiful, but it also better 
disguises the lines between wallpaper strips. 
 
Your room 

Now is a good time to refresh yourself on the characteristics of the room to be papered. 
Record the information for each wall individually as many of the surfaces in our home vary in 
size and shape. Answer these questions: 
 
-How tall is the wall from baseboard to ceiling? 
-How long is the wall from corner to corner? 
-Where are the windows, doors, or other openings?  

(You don’t necessarily need to measure the area of each window and door before hanging 
the wallpaper. These spots will have to be dealt with individually, and you can tackle one 
opening at a time as it interrupts your normal papering process. With windows especially, 
plan to paper the wall as if the window did not exist. When you run into it, make 
adjustments. Even though you may not plan out these areas ahead of time, it’s still a good 
idea to take a mental note of what obstructions you will encounter.)  

 
 

Sizing Your Walls 
 

Sizing is a fancy name for a rather simple process. The traditional wheat paste that you 
will need for hanging the wallpaper (we recommend Golden Harvest) is actually called “wheat 
paste/wall size.” The difference between the “paste” you apply to the paper and the “size” you 
apply to the wall is that the size is a much thinner, more watery variation of the paste that you 
will make for the paper.  
 

Follow the directions for mixing wall size found on the paste container. You’ll want to 
prepare the size ahead of time using hot water and giving it enough time to cool. Unlike 
wallpaper paste, wall size should be a very thin mixture and much runnier. Once you’ve created 
the size, apply a thin coat all over your walls with a brush or a roller.  
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Sizing should be done shortly before hanging the wallpaper. You want to wait for the size 
to dry before hanging the paper, but you should not size days ahead of time. The size needs to be 
dry but fresh. Since size does dry quickly, you can size the whole room beginning with where 
you plan on hanging the first piece of wallpaper. By the time you’ve finished sizing, the first 
wall will be ready to receive the paper.  

 
 

Setting the Plumb Line 
 

Before you hang the wallpaper, it’s necessary to mark a straight line from ceiling to floor 
in the place where you would like to start paperhanging. The best way to do this is to use a chalk 
line and plum bob.  
 

Choose where you want to begin wallpapering. Common choices are near a corner or a 
door frame. Do not start exactly in the corner. Instead, mark a plumb line the distance of a half-
inch less than the width of the paper away form the corner. (For example, if your paper is 18 
inches wide, measure 17 1/2 inches to the right of the corner, and set a plumb line.) This line is 
where you will align the left hand side of the first strip. As you make your way around the room, 
you will finish that corner at the end. You should avoid starting exactly in the corner, because 
corners aren’t always straight. It’s better to wrap slightly around corners than to butt right up 
against them.  
 
 

Cutting Strips of Wallpaper 
 

There are two methods for how to cut and hang wallpaper. The first method, which is 
cutting the wallpaper strips ahead of time, makes the most of each wallpaper roll, but it requires 
more precision. This method is easier with a straight pattern but gets more complicated with a 
drop pattern. The second method, in which you cut the strips of paper as you hang them, might 
be easier for first time paperhangers or nervous nellies, but using this method with a drop pattern 
creates a lot of wasted paper. Choose whichever method you are more comfortable with. Both 
will be explained below. 
 

Whether you’re going to cut strips ahead of time or as you go, it’s good to know just how 
many strips you will need for a wall. To determine this, divide the length of each wall by the 
width of the paper (not including the selvage edge). The number you arrive at is the number of 
strips to cut for the wall. 
 

We only recommend cutting strips for one wall at a time. Because vintage wallpaper 
is in limited stock, be sure to leave room for human error and necessary adaptation and 
adjustment. Cutting multiple strips beforehand saves time and will be less messy in the 
long run, but you must be careful and thoughtful in doing this. 
 

If you have a straight pattern, go ahead and cut the correct number of strips continuously 
from one roll.  
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IMPORTANT: In measuring the length of the strip to be cut, always account for the full 
height of the wall plus an extra 6 inches. These extra inches will give you 3 inches on top and 
bottom allowing you to maneuver the paper for correct matching.  
 

For a drop pattern, you must cut the wallpaper strips differently. Because the design of 
the wallpaper does not line up from left to right, you cannot cut each strip the same length 
continuously from the same roll. Remember, you must match the pattern. If you cut the strips 
like you would a straight pattern, you will find yourself having two feet of blank wall at the 
baseboard while you have a large section of waste at the other end. In order to make adjustments 
for this type of pattern, you have two options:  
 
Option 1 – Cut wallpaper strips from two different rolls at a time and alternate between them 
when hanging.  

First, grab two rolls and mark one as #1 and the other as #2. Using your rotary cutter, cut 
a strip from roll #1 that is 6 inches longer than the height of the wall. Lay that strip on the floor. 
(You’ll need to weight the corners down so that the pattern doesn’t roll up.)  

Next, unroll wallpaper roll #2 and lay it beside the #1 strip on the floor. Be sure to match 
the pattern as you lay it. When the two strips are aligned, mark the pattern on roll #2 in the same 
places where the piece from #1 begins and ends. Your goal is to make two strips of paper in 
equal length but with an offset pattern.  

Take roll #2 back to the table and cut across the pattern in the exact spots where you 
marked. Use your 2 ft. straightedge and rotary cutter to cut straight without tearing.  

Always keep in mind which roll is #1 and which is #2.  
Place the newly cut strip from #2 back on the floor. Double check that the pattern 

matches when the strips are side by side. Bring strip #1 to the table.  
Grab wallpaper roll #1 and unroll another length of paper on top of the first strip. You 

will use the first strip from roll #1 as a guide for cutting each successive strip from that roll. 
When you’ve unrolled the next piece to be exactly the same as the first, cut it with your 
straightedge and rotary cutter. Continue to cut strips from roll #1 in this way until you’ve cut half 
of the necessary number of strips for your wall. (For example: If you determined that you need 
10 strips for one wall, you will cut only 5 strips from roll #1. The remaining 5 will be cut from 
roll #2.)  

Move the pile of #1 strips to the floor and take up strip #2. With roll #2 in hand, use the 
same technique with the second strip and roll until you have the rest of the necessary strips cut.  

Keep the wallpaper piles separate with a way of remembering which is #1 and which is 
#2. When you hang the paper, you will alternate between the two piles. Hang first a strip from #1 
and then a strip from #2 to account for the dropped pattern. 

While you’re cutting the paper and making stacks of wallpaper strips, remember to 
always orient the paper in the same direction, knowing which end will reach the ceiling and 
which will touch the floor. 
 
Dye lots 

Because your wallpaper is vintage and comes from collections of old stock, not straight 
from the manufacturer, it’s possible that some rolls of the same pattern might be from different 
dye lots. Rolls from different dye lots may have subtle variations in color.  
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The vast majority of patterns in our collection have been received in groupings from one 
stock set. Therefore, most of our patterns are rolls from the same dye lot, and our customers 
don’t usually encounter dye problems. Nevertheless, because of the nature of vintage items, the 
possibility of variation exists. If you run into a difference in dye lots, have no fear. Your 
wallpaper can still be hung and look great on your walls. 

The easiest way to determine if the dye lots are noticeably different is to unroll two rolls 
side by side to see if there is any color variation. Do this in an area with good light. Not all 
vintage wallpaper rolls will have the dye number marked, so you will have to rely on your eye to 
notice the difference. If two rolls of vintage wallpaper appear to be from different dye lots, you 
can still hang them in the same room, it’s just advised not to alternate strips from each roll. In 
this situation, it’s better to hang all the paper from one roll at a time. Also, begin in the area of 
the room that will receive the most direct sunlight, and try to cover that area with paper from the 
same dye lot. If you follow these suggestions, the difference in color will be hardly noticeable. 
 

If you’re concerned about the dye lots or if you’re just uncomfortable with option 1, 
consider option 2 
 
Option 2 – Cut the wallpaper strips from the same roll until it’s gone. Then start with another.  

If you choose this method, you must adjust each strip to match the previous piece before 
you cut it. Be aware that this method will produce a foot or two of waste per strip.  

You can cut these pieces as you go, or still cut them ahead of time. If you cut pieces a 
whole wall at a time, it’s imperative that you retain the order in which you cut them. 

Any extra pieces that are cut and unpasted can be saved and used for correcting errors, 
papering the area around windows and doors, or future patching. Be sure to save all your large, 
unpasted scraps. 
 
Extra tip 

When deciding where to cut the first strip from the roll, consider what it will look like 
when it’s hung. The first strip will decide the fate of the rest of the strips.  

With a drop pattern, you don’t have to be as concerned about the focal point, as a drop 
will give a staggered and more random appearance. Even still, you will want to be aware of 
whether you’re cutting through a large design in a pleasing place or not.  

With a straight pattern, because it’s very uniform and does not cascade like a drop 
pattern, consider the focal point closely and how you want the pattern to look when it’s hung. 
 
 

Preparing the Paste 
 

Always use a traditional wheat paste for hanging vintage wallpaper, and make sure the package 
says “for hanging paper”. It’s best to follow the package directions for making the paste, but 
keep in mind these helpful tips: 
 
-Prepare the paste ahead of time with hot water and let it cool  
-The consistency of the paste should be a thick liquid, something like heavy cream. It should not 
be lumpy. If you dip a spoon in the paste and lift it out, the paste should drip steadily and 
smoothly. It should not clump or stick, but it also should not be as thin as water.  
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-If you have too many lumps, try straining the paste.  
-Keep in mind the thickness of the wallpaper. Though the paste should not have lumps (as they 
can leave unsightly marks under the paper when hung and dried), thicker paper will need slightly 
thicker paste for it to stick securely to the wall.  
 
 

Pasting 
 

To apply paste to the wallpaper, you’ll need to turn your first strip of wallpaper upside-
down on your work table. (If you’re hanging a drop pattern, I recommend leaving the two 
separate piles of strips on the nearby floor and bringing one piece at a time to the table to paste. 
If you’re working with a straight pattern, you can turn the whole pile upside down on the table at 
once for easy transitioning between pieces.) 
 

Even while pasting, keep in mind which end will reach the ceiling and which will touch 
the floor, and always orient each new piece in the same direction on the table.  
 

Once the strip is upside-down on the table, situate it so that the “floor end” is aligned 
with the edge of the table nearest you and the rest of the paper runs across the table and hangs 
over the farthest edge. You will have six feet of paper on the table and the remaining paper 
(which should be the “ceiling end”) draping to the ground.  
 

Using the pasting brush, spread the paste evenly over the paper upon the table. Cover the 
paper edge to edge. Be generous so that no part of the paper is left unpasted or underpasted, but 
don’t be too excessive. You don’t want to apply such a thick layer of paste that it will weigh 
down the paper and squish out in all sorts of directions when pressed to the wall.  
 

It’s important to not leave paste lines or sticky messes on your table. Paste residue from 
your first strip can cause problems for you second strip. Be sure to wipe off the table with a clean 
rag or sponge and dry it before laying down a new piece. 
 

Once you’ve applied the paste to this first section of the paper, you will fold the pasted 
paper in upon itself. Take the pasted end and fold it over the rest of the pasted portion. Carefully 
align the selvage edges. You must match the edges correctly as you fold it so that when you trim 
the selvage edge in the next steps, your trimming will be straight. Gently press the paper together 
just enough so that it stays put but without creasing or causing it to stick permanently.  
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Now turn your attention to the overhanging unpasted piece of wallpaper draping off the 
edge of the table. Pull the paper onto the table so that all of the unpasted paper is now in the 
working area.  
 

Paste the rest of the paper.  
 

Fold this strip in on itself again, overlapping the already folded piece by an inch or so. 
Make sure the edges are aligned and the selvage edges match on the overlapping portion.  
 

 
 

 
Picking a Hanging Method 

 
Before you trim the selvage edges, you must first determine which method you want to 

use to hang each strip—butting or lapping.  
 

Butting—The butting method requires that you trim both selvage edges. When applying 
the paper, you will hang and slide the paper right up against the previous piece while matching it. 
This method provides smooth seams, and it’s often the method used by professionals. Yet this 
method is also riskier. If your trimmed edge isn’t perfectly straight, you may develop some gaps 
between the strips. (If after the wallpaper is hung and dried, you notice some gaps in any area, 
mix some paint to blend in with the paper and carefully paint the exposed area.) Butting is a 
better technique for thicker papers, as these heavy or highly textured patterns will create thick 
seams if overlapped.  
 

Lapping—Lapping is easier than butting because you only have to trim off one selvage 
edge. When you hang the strip of wallpaper, your new piece will slightly overlap the previous 
piece’s selvage edge. This method better disguises slightly crooked trim lines because any 
potential gaps will be camouflaged by the background of the selvage edge. Lapping does create 
slightly raised seams, but with thin or average papers, the seams blend into the wall nicely. This 
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was also the most common method used by mid-century women, so it gives your room a truer 
look. 
 

When lapping, always trim the same selvage edge on each strip. Most people naturally 
work from left to right when hanging wallpaper, which means that you will likely need to trim 
the left selvage edge. In some cases, you may choose to work from right to left and trim the right 
hand side of each strip. Whatever you do, just be consistent.  
 
 

Trimming 
 

Now that you’ve decided which method you want to use to hang the paper, return to your 
already pasted and folded strip of wallpaper. Align your long straightedge with the selvage edge. 
Using your rotary cutter, follow the length of your straightedge and trim off the selvage edge on 
one side or both. If you lined up the paper correctly when folding it, it should trim straight.   
 

It’s good to let the pasted, folded, and trimmed wallpaper sit for just a little bit to let the 
paste soak into the paper, but if you let it rest too long, you risk the paste drying and the paper 
sticking together (another reason to make sure you apply enough paste and aren’t too skimpy). A 
good idea is to let the first strip rest on the floor while you paste the second strip. Then, when the 
new strip is pasted, folded, and trimmed, hang the first one on the wall. While you’re hanging the 
first strip, the second strip will get to sit for a little bit, and then you can hang it next. Return to 
the table and repeat this method with two more strips.  
 

Note that the final strip to be hung in the room will need to be trimmed of both selvage 
edges, whether you’ve used the butting or lapping method for the rest of the room.  
 
 

Hanging the First Wallpaper Piece 
 

Take up your folded and trimmed wallpaper strip by holding the smaller folded section, 
which should be the “ceiling end”. Climb the ladder and carefully separate the top folded section. 
Apply the paper to the wall with an extra 3 inches sticking out beyond the ceiling. Ceiling lines 
are not always straight, so it’s better to trim the paper to match the ceiling line than to butt the 
wallpaper into the edge.  
 

Align the left edge of the paper with the chalk plumb line. Press the paper to the wall and 
gently smooth with the smoothing brush. Do not stretch or force the paper when smoothing, or it 
may tear. Brush from the center to the outer edges to get rid of air bubbles. 
 

Once the top portion is in place, climb down from the ladder and reach behind the 
hanging paper to separate the remaining folded section. Align this section with the plumb line, 
press it to the wall, and brush smooth. You should have approximately 3 inches of paper hanging 
below the baseboard too. 
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If you need to adjust the paper, gently remove a few feet of paper and realign. If in the 
process the paper starts to lose its stickiness, apply a small amount of fresh paste to the back of 
the paper or the wall.  
 

When the strip of wallpaper is in place, climb up the ladder again with scissors in hand. 
Run the back of the scissors along the ceiling edge to crease the paper for trimming. (Do not use 
the sharp side or it will tear.) Once you’ve marked the ceiling edge, pull a few inches of the 
paper away from the wall and cut along the marked line with your scissors. Then smooth the 
paper back in place. Do the same to the bottom.  
 

 
Hanging the Following Strips 

 
Grab the second strip. Hang this second strip to the right of the first. Hang just as before 

but employ either the butting or lapping method as discussed earlier.  
 

If butting, use the previous strip as a plumb line to place the new paper directly up against 
it. Try your best to leave no gaps while still keeping the paper straight. Make sure you’re 
matching the pattern. Hang the wallpaper, smooth, and trim as before. 
 

If lapping, hang the new wallpaper’s trimmed edge over the already hung strip’s selvage 
edge and match the pattern. You will be overlapping 1/4 to 3/4 inch or so. 
 

After the new wallpaper strip is applied by either method, use a seam roller to gently 
press the seam flat. Don’t push too hard or you may cause the paper to shine.  
 

As you work, wipe off any paste that gets on the woodwork, ceiling, or floor using a 
clean sponge or rag. Do not let it dry.  
 

The rest of the wallpaper strips are hung in the same manner.  
 

 
Corners 

 
The strip of wallpaper that will meet the corner must be dealt with differently than the 

other pieces. In order to minimize the distorting effect of a corner, you will trim the width of the 
wallpaper piece and hang it in two separate parts.  
 

Measure the distance from the edge of the last hung wallpaper strip to the corner. With 
that measurement in mind, trim your new piece so that its width is only one inch greater than the 
distance from the previous piece to the corner. It’s important that you cut the piece one inch 
wider than the distance to the corner so that the paper does not end exactly in the corner. Instead, 
the paper will wrap around it. This will keep the pattern straighter on your wall, protect it from 
coming loose, and also give it a more professional look. 
 

Set the other “half” of the wallpaper strip aside. 
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Hang the trimmed strip as before, using the smoothing brush to press the extra inch of 

paper into and around the corner.   
 

Now you should have one portion of the original strip hung on the wall and the other 
portion waiting on the table. 
 

Return to the table where the second portion of the strip is located. Measure the width of 
this remaining piece.  
 

Grab your chalk line and plumb bob, and with that measurement, mark a new plumb line 
that is the same distance away from the corner as the width of the paper. This remaining piece 
will become the first strip on the new wall, and you must take care to hang it straight.  
 

With the plumb line marked, butt the remaining portion of the pattern into the corner and 
align with plum line on the right. In the corner, you will overlap the extra inch. Match the pattern 
as best as you can, understanding that because you’re overlapping the pattern, it won’t be exact. 
Such imperfections are hidden well in corners and will make for a better overall look to your 
wallpapered room.  
 
 

Windows 
 

Because there is an endless variety of windows and wall openings, each obstacle you encounter 
may require a different technique for paperhanging. The key to this sort of necessary 
improvisation is just thoughtfulness. You will come up with a lot of great solutions on your own 
if you are careful and mindful of your space. With that in mind, here are a few helpful 
suggestions for windows:  
 
-It’s recommended for those who are less experienced with paperhanging to continue hanging 
strips over windows as if they aren’t there. The difference will be that instead of just trimming 
along the ceiling and baseboard, you also must trim around the window frame.  
-In some cases, you can cover a window area with just a couple strips of wallpaper. Just hang the 
strip over the window and trim along the top, bottom, and side edges just like you’ve previously 
done with the ceiling and baseboard. Then match and align the next strip of wallpaper and cut 
out the window space in the same way. 
-With very wide windows, you will likely have to apply shorter pieces of wallpaper above and 
below the window before hanging a large strip again. The key to this process is to always work 
along the top of the window first. Do not worry about the wall beneath the window yet. Hang 
smaller pieces of wallpaper over the window, making sure to match the pattern, and trim along 
the ceiling and frame. When you are about to hang the first piece that will span from floor to 
ceiling again, mark a plumb line for the right side of the pattern. If you don’t mark a straight line 
for the first distance from floor to ceiling, the rest of your wallpaper strips will be askew. After 
you’ve conquered the window and hung the first length from floor to ceiling again, you can 
return to the area beneath the window. Patch this space with shorter pieces again, and make sure 
the pattern matches on both sides. 
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Extra Tips 
 

Will the colors bleed?: Wallpaper patterns printed before 1940 are not colorfast and therefore 
may bleed if saturated with moisture. Though the vast majority of the wallpaper in the Hannah’s 
Treasures collection were printed after 1940, some of our 1930’s wallpaper patterns may be 
susceptible to bleeding. If you’re hanging a 1930’s pattern, it’s a good idea to double check. Rub 
a little water or paste on a small piece of the pattern to see if the color bleeds. If your wallpaper 
does bleed, the simplest and best advice is to be careful and diligent to not get paste on the front 
of the paper. For added protection though, you can spray the front of each strip with Krylon 
Workable Fixative before pasting or hanging the paper.  
 
A Lapping Trick: You may consider leaving and not trimming the selvage edge on both sides of 
the first strip (if lapping). This way you won’t have to butt the final piece that unites with the 
first. Either way, the final strip will likely need to be trimmed of both selvage edges.  
 
The DIYing Way: The most important thing to remember is to be flexible, be adaptable, and be 
ready to problem solve. Each room is different, and your specific space may require some 
alteration to the directions included here. Intuition and ingenuity will help you make the right 
decisions for your space. If you’re nervous, start with the largest, blankest wall that has the least 
amount of windows or obstructions. This way, you will gain experience and confidence as you 
approach more challenging spots.  
 

 
Final Thoughts 

 
We hope this paperhanging guide has been helpful and that it’s given you the information 
necessary to begin your wallpapering project confidently. Wallpapering an entire room can be 
fun if you have the right tools in hand, and the final results will be spectacular! We thoroughly 
enjoy the beauty of a well-wallpapered room, so if you are willing, please share your photos with 
us. We’d love to see them!  
 
 
 
Hannah’s Treasures 
Phone: (712) 755-3173 
Email: info@hannahstreasures.com 
Website: www.hannahstreasures.com 
Blog: www.hannahstreasures.typepad.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/HTvintagewallpaper  



	   13	  

Appendix A:  
 

How to Measure a Room for Vintage Wallpaper 
How much wallpaper do I need?  

 
When selecting a vintage wallpaper pattern for your room, it’s important to know the correct 
amount of paper that you need. This is especially true with authentic vintage wallpaper because 
the patterns are no longer being produced and are therefore in limited quantities. 
 
Hannah’s Treasures sells authentic vintage wallpaper by the double roll, and each double roll can 
be expected to cover approximately 55 square feet after trimming and matching the pattern. 
 

Measuring Your Room 

To calculate the amount of paper you need, first measure the height of your wall from baseboard 
to ceiling. Then measure the length of each wall from corner to corner. Multiply the length (in 
feet) by the height to arrive at the square footage of the wall. ( L x H = Sq. Ft.)   

Subtract the area of large openings such as archways and doors but go ahead leave the area of 
windows and smaller obstructions in your calculations. The wallpaper that would cover up these 
areas will be helpful when going around the doorways and in other odd places.   

Repeat this process for each wall and add up your results to arrive at the total square footage of 
your space.   

Divide your total square feet by 55 square feet and you will have the number of double rolls that 
you need. 

Tip 
 
An extra roll is always good. It’s better to have a little too much than not enough. Any extra 
wallpaper will come in handy for human errors in the process of hanging or for repairs down the 
road. A good rule of thumb is purchasing 1 extra roll for every 6. If the pattern is a very large 
design or an extra long repeat, you might consider 1 extra roll for every 4. 
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Appendix B: 
 

How to Prepare Your Walls for Hanging Vintage Wallpaper 
 

Successfully hanging vintage wallpaper in your home begins with proper wall preparation. If the 
walls are not properly prepared before affixing the wallpaper, the paper may have trouble 
sticking to the surface or may make imperfections more noticeable. 
 
First things first, remove all switch plates, lighting elements, and any other wall fixtures that 
would interfere with hanging a sheet of wallpaper upon the wall. 
 
Next, check the walls for any cracks, holes, nicks, or dents and patch them. Make sure to smooth 
any rough areas with sandpaper. You must make sure that the surface of the wall is clean, 
smooth, and free of holes. Any imperfections that remain on your walls will only be amplified 
once the paper is up. 
 
After attending to the necessary repairs, you need to prime the wall. If the walls were previously 
painted, be sure to clean the walls before priming. Once the primer is applied and dry, you’re 
ready to hang the wallpaper. 
 

Papered Walls 
 

For previously papered walls, it’s always recommended to remove the old wallpaper before 
applying the new wallpaper. It is possible to wallpaper over already existing paper, but you run 
the risk of the top layer pulling the bottom layers of wallpaper loose and everything coming off 
the wall. Even so, papering over old wallpaper sometimes happens. If you choose to do this, 
make sure to scrape off any loose paper, patch any holes, and sand everything smooth. When you 
hang wallpaper on top of old paper, make sure to stagger the seams. Do not match up the seams 
of the new piece with the old piece, as this will make it more likely to tear off the wall.  
 

Removing Old Wallpaper 

Removing wallpaper can be hard work, but the process is rather simple. If you soak the 
wallpaper enough, the water will soften the paste underneath the paper so that it can be scraped 
away with a broad knife. Apply generous amounts of water to the wallpaper using a large brush 
or an old rag; don’t be afraid to go over the walls many times with water. The more saturated the 
paper, the easier it will be to remove. If it seems like the paper just will not budge, try mixing a 
cup of paste with a gallon of water and then applying the water to the walls. The little amount of 
paste will slow the evaporation process, keeping the walls damp longer. Once you have scraped 
off all the old wallpaper, make sure to patch, sand, and clean the walls before priming. After the 
primer has dried, you’re ready to hang the wallpaper.  

 
 
 


